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Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Normal Public Library  

August 30, 2016 
 

1. Call to order: A special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Normal Public Library was held in the 
Activity Room of the Normal Public Library, Normal, Illinois on Tuesday, August 30, 2016. The Normal Town 
Council was invited to participate in the work session. The meeting convened at 4:07 pm, President Jess Ray 
presiding, and Sarah Grammer, Secretary. 
 
Members Present:  Jess Ray, President, Terry Lindberg, Vice-President, Sarah Grammer, Secretary, 
 Charles Sila, Treasurer, Pam Lewis, and Rebecca Rossi. 

Town Council Present:      Mayor Chris Koos and Council members Jeff Fritzen, Scott Preston, R.C. McBride, 
 Kathleen Lorenz, Kevin McCarthy, and Cheryl Gaines. 

Staff Present:  Brian Chase, Library Director, Mark Peterson, City Manager, John Fischer, Adult 
 Services and Circulation Manager, Tori Melican, Children's Services Manager, and 
 Jeanne Moonan, Technical Services and AV Manager. 

2. Presentations of three architectural firms:  
• Engberg Anderson presented from 4:00 - 5:00pm. 

Question: 
Mr. Lindberg asked members of the firm to share how they feel about working with an Owner's Representative 
on projects. 
Answer: 
Engberg Anderson responded that they believe in following the tradition of each community and suggested 
hiring an Owner's Representative if that is typical and seen to be effective in the community and not hiring one 
otherwise. The firm warned to be skeptical of any layer of extra overhead. 
Question: 
Ms. Gaines commented that she liked the firm's style as seen in the presentation and asked what the style 
would be like for a library in Normal. 
Answer: 
Engberg Anderson said that the design would be a collaboration that would reflect time and place and local 
traditions and aspirations. It all comes out of relationships and responses to community. 
Question: 
Mr. McBride asked how they would communicate with the broader public. 
Answer: 
Engberg Anderson explained the firm's process is to listen, react, present refinements, and seek input. 
Question: 
Ms. Rossi asked if the firm has received feedback on Gail Borden's passive energy system? 
Answer: 
Engberg Anderson responded that the firm still has a strong working relationship with Gail Borden and has been 
rehired by Gail Borden for newer projects. The firm likes working on passive energy projects and finds 
renewables more readily available than any time in the past. The only negative feedback the firm mentioned 
was regarding native plants. 

• A meal was available for participants from 5:00 - 5:30 pm. 
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• OPN presented from 5:30 - 6:30 pm. 
Question: 
Ms. Lewis asked about the firm's proposed shared green space outside of a new library building. 
Answer: 
OPN responded that the shared space would pull everything together and encourage collaboration and synergy. 
Question: 
Ms. Gaines asked if the firm would collaborate with the architects of the Uptown 2.0 space. 
Answer: 
OPN said that they would through master planning the site together. 
Question: 
Mr. Sila asked why in the presentation the space between a new proposed parking garage and library entrance 
appeared almost as great as the space between the current parking deck and library and could the distance be 
decreased. 
Answer: 
OPN responded that the connection would be studied but that their presentation had left space for bus drop off, 
so it would have to be decided if that is important. 
Question: 
Mr. Peterson asked how the firm might incorporate offices in the interim. 
Answer: 
OPN said that office space could have a separate entrance and be added as a third floor, for example, as 20,000 
square feet of future library expansion. The firm said they would look at co-location strategies. 

• HGA presented from 6:45 - 7:45 pm. 
Question: 
Mr. Lindberg asked members of the firm to share how they feel about working with an Owner's Representative 
on projects. 
Answer: 
HGA answered that the firm is used to working with an Owner's Representative, citing the eight projects HGA 
has done in Milwaukee. The firm finds that Owner's Representatives are often value added and loves working 
with them to help with cost management. 
Question: 
HGA asked Mr. Chase what he and staff thought of their recent tour of the East Branch of the Milwaukee Public 
Library designed by HGA. 
Answer: 
Mr. Chase responded that building is great use of space, unique with appropriate finishes, very visible, and 
transformative for the location. The space has great lighting, both natural and electrical. The community room is 
interesting with its fourteen-foot high, acoustical doors that swing open to transform the room into public user 
space, resulting in no dark meeting rooms. The heavy housing built above and around the building adds vibrant 
energy. However, some library staff commented on additional, non-library responsibilities that have fallen on 
them due to being in close space to residents.  

3. Discussion: 
The  Library Board and Town Council discussed the presentations of the three firms. The majority of the two groups 
agreed on ranking the firms: OPN, first choice, HGA, second choice, and Engberg Anderson, third choice.  
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4. Adjournment: Mr. Ray adjourned the meeting at 8:50 pm.  
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, August 31, 2016 at 5:00 pm in the Board Room. 
 
Signed: 
 
 
___________________________________________  _________________________________ 
Secretary        Date of Approval 
Normal Public Library 


